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Benjamin Thomas Biography 
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Benjamin Thomas was born around 1883 in Alexandria1. His parents were George Thomas, a laborer, 
and Elizabeth Washington, a laundress. They were married in Washington, D.C. on March 3, 1864. 2 
 
Elizabeth Washington was the daughter of Violet Washington. The Washington family members were all 
born in Virginia, while George Thomas and his parents were all born in Maryland. Benjamin Thomas’s 
siblings included James H., Ella, and Julia. 3 Julia died at the age of two from ‘spasms’4. 
 
It is likely that all of the Thomas and Washington family members living prior to the Civil War were 
enslaved, as none appeared as free people of color on either the 1850 or 1860 Federal Census. 
Although newspaper articles at the time reported his age as 20 or 21 years old, Benjamin Thomas was 
really only 16 at the time of his murder. Two years earlier at Shiloh Baptist Church, he had been baptized 
and “received the right hand of fellowship,” at age 14. Prior to his death, Thomas resided with his 
mother, Elizabeth, at 700 North Patrick Street, next-door to the Kloch Family5. 
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